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Te Wa ſolicited to Publiſb this Ser⸗ 
mon (ben firſt preached) from 
- pprobat iam, which I choſe to 

wave a wnneceſſary, ſeeing [0 

many Clergy-men appear in 
Print again: Popery at that 
unfture : But percerving what Outeries have 


| een 440% made againſt. this Diſcourſe, ad 


haw in 


riouſly it has been given out, That I 


reach'd above Fifty of my Congregation out of 
= Church ( which et 25 2 Falſe): I 
flized to Print” in my otun 

eA 2 Vindi- 


now count my ſelf 0 


* 0 #> N 5 e * 
a 0 * © nd V =— ” : 
\ r W 
a. „ * = * 
2 Ne. 5 > 
* * A * 
1 o ">. 
# by, Figs W - : « 
FEE - & © : 
7 


RY 

Fs 27 

4 (iv) 

4 Vindication, or 2 in Yours ; ſince I am 


7 * of dee at che H ME 40 14 
T ; „ 
1 : 7 Hou” great pr that 4 a; 
4 i jou, ave of betrer- Sent ee hh bear! « 

. ; Tr IE 222 * 7 


But if Any could Conceive 2. cauſleſs Prejudite 
on the Hearing this Sermon; I doubt not but 
FR NPI? r will * the 1 ke. 


GOL LaGL. + 
TRULT "+ Yamtntable; L r & 1 
countable, to think, when Thirty ſir Tears ago 
the Zeal of the Nation "was ſo ſtrong againſt 

a Popiſh Sucgeſſor, even whilſt Two Baer 
Princeſſes a MAR * aud ANNE, Wes 
Living, and in a I:kely Way 2 2 thei/ 
Father, as afterwards they actually did; That 
too many amongſ; us, ſhould be for having a 
Certain Papiſt (tho a very. Uncertain Perſon) 
their Ning, 51790 thereby intail Popery "upon; the 


Kingdom 00 Pretended Indeſfaſi Righ 5 


1 


| = C5 


Perpetuit). Pretended, I ſay, 1 
7 Srv whatſoever, e he F AT 
the Firff-born there would bave' Za 3 "been 
One Univerſal 5 in the World. Beides, 
at this Rate, not only a Papiſt, but 4 AE 
might be our King, though the pe kl of the 
Oe oblige him to Deſtroy the Churc 
d, and the Infemities of the Other e, | 
in unable to Trees a | 


* N * ny * A \ i 7 
* 


TIS | 


Jowing 


claration of 


( 


4 10 e — 
ſs Open ſee the Likes. 


TIS A 


Papiits news} fhe ew 
own Cruel Colours, as when they 


libood of a Conſtant Proteſtant — No 


Wonder, therefore, they purſue « GEORGE 


the Firtt, with as much Inveteracy, as they did 
2 A ME S, His Great Grandfather, not only 


ſtirring up un ' Outragions Rebellion, but likewiſe 4 
ecret Sedition, and ſpreading litt 

malicious Reflexion 'oN One of the Beſt 80. 
vereigns in irs * 1 here let it be 
remembred, That as egiſlative Authority, 
under Henry the 2 ne ver was thought 
an Hereditary Prince ) 2 Crown came into 


the e Ke in. ; ſo the very ſame, 


je 5 ont i nue Prote dag Line 
1 . eg al Se 70 


2 of WS to 12 One — as to the Other. 


to hope, that the De- 


E have "he ns Cage 


Will, in due Time, 
inſt this State. 
or Endeavours * 


the ſame Purpoſe, I 


Clergy in, and en 1; 
be an efectua Anti e 4 
Infection Ani if* 
Southwark, may tend 10 


| ſhall rejoyce in being an Inſtrument of ſerving 


the Intereſts of the Reformation. 


1424 I Conclude 
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"PSA LM LXXXV. to. 
Mercy and Fruth are met together. 


vp p they are, in our truly 
nne, Apotiolical, and Re. 

GT formed Church of England, Ol. 
al TzuTH we can boaſt, in par- 
WI ticular Oppoſition to the mon- 
* ſtrous Errors of the Church of 
Rome : And of Mzx* cx too in direct Contra- 
diction to her Barbarous and Cruel Practices; 
of which the Fifth. of November is a flagrant 
Inſtance. I will not fay, but that Truth and 
Mercy both, may be too much wanting amongſt 
many profeſſed Members of our own Commu. 
nion. Some quit the Truth becauſe: they wilt 
not conſult the Scriptures, tho* we deſire their 
Da ly Appeal to Them: And fo they turn 
Deiſts and Scepticks, and diſguiſed Infidels; 
of which, I fear, we have too great a Number; 
Others depart from Mercy, becauſe they think. 
a Concern for right Priaciples, Will juſifie 
8 2 2 © 2118 B 322 + $» 5+ Sz SF 


I 13 


— 


m—— 
— 


— 


(> J "4 


them in any. Riots or Tumults, in any Vio- 


es or Outrages, againſt their 19 ng 
E ighbours.;: 405 ſo 57 turn Zealots, Bigots, 
and Perſecutors, and * the Spirit of Popery 
Within them tho? they diſown its Name. 
| NOW F will be bold to affirm, That no 
Man can be a True Member of our Church, 
or (in other Words) of the Holy Church of 
Chriſt, unleſs Truth and Mercy both meet in 
him; i. e. Unleſs he receives ſuch Dofrines 
as the Word of the Goſpel plainly DE 8 
and unleſs he ſhews ſuch Diſpoſitions as th 
Spirit of the Goſpel manifeſtly produces in all 


ood Chriſtians. _ If he wants Truth, that muſt 
e his own Fault, becauſe the New "Teſtament 


is open, and he has nothing to blame but his 
own Ne lect: If he wants Mercy too, the Fault 
muſt be his own, becauſe the ſame Teſtament 
tells him, almoſt in every Page, what manner 
of Spirit Chriſtianity is of. I cannot therefore 
better beſtow my Time in one SEK MON, than 
by ſetting before you, What ſpecial Advantages 
the Eſtabliſhed Church offers for knowing the 
Truth; and likewiſe, What ſingular Proots and 


Inſtances ſhe can give of — ſhewing * 7 


mency and Mercy. 


Macs and Taur k, Gach my Fext, are 
met together. 2 


i N. D Hirst, As to the Knowledge of the 


Truth in the Church of Exgland: This leads 


us — to tlie Hiftory of the Reformation, 
Trut hy 


4 


: . we well know, is only to be derived 
rom the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts: But it was 
the Reformation which made them Evangeliſts 
to Us, and gave us the Liberty ta be acquainted 
with their Writings. As it was ingeniouſly 
ſaid to Queen Elisabeth, in the Firſt Year of 
her Reign, after the Diſcharge of divers Pri- 
Oners, That St. Matthew, - Mark, Luke, and 
John, {till remained in the fame Condition: 
To which She piouſly anſwer'd, © That ſhe 
« would adviſe with them Her ſelf, and then 
4 give them their Liberty. x. - 
TIS from the Happy Days of Edward 
and Elizabeth, that we date the Releaſe of the 
Goſpel, and of the Publick Prayers, from a. 
; Foreign Language; when before, an implicit 
aith in the Prieſt, and an unknown ee to 
the Maſs; was the whole 5 ?Twas as. 
Criminal once in the Reign of Hezry the VIIIth, 
to print the Bible, as it was a Piece of Treaſon, 
of a Libel againſt the State: And Tindal, 
with ſeveral others, who were concern'd. in 
_ the. Firſt Tranſlation, fled beyond Sea, and. 
Pain nigh being burnt as, Hereticks for their 

\. Fang: i Fe 
THIS can be no. Surprize to. us, when, 
within theſe few ears, we have ſeen a Father 
in the Church or Fance, purſu'd with the 
utmoſt Severity, for an Honeſt Expoſition upon 
_ the New Teſtament : And many Biſhops of 
the ſame Church too, ſentenc'd to Confiſcation 
and Impriſonment, 85 becauſe they oppos d 
the Pope's Bull, and the Jeſuits Malice, in the 
ds = entire 


| # 7 5 75 1 I . * N 7's - EIT 2 _ 
Cenſure Which they fixed upon ſo uſeful à 
Work, 2 ee OP, SY OIL $5. þ 


620 


Good g D! What a fort of Chriſtian 


Church muſt this be, where the very Publica- 
tion of the Goſpel is a Capital Crime, and the 
Verſion of it into a known Language, is Hereſy 


CHAT chis is Fact amongſt Our ſelves, 


the Records of Queen Mary's Reign do terribly. 
Witneſs ; when having the Bible in his Houſe, 
Was enough to 5 | in ti 

Ruin; and when buying up all the Erglif 
Copies of it, which were extant in the Two 
preceding ' Reigns, and condemning them to 


the Thames was counted as Meritorious, as 
Hereticks themſelves. The Martyrs 


burnin 
of thoſe. Times (ſeveral of which ſuffered- in 
this yery.. Horough) were ſo ſenſible of the 
Value of this Sacr | Book, that any Part of it 
which.t 
fort in a 


o-her Coronation, as a Bible was let down 


» 


into her 


* 7 


with both Hands, and apply d ir to her Heart, 


e 2 | y . | 2 4 - 
ro. the infinite Satisfaction of a, Proteſtant: 


OBE i in... 1 
2 Ho W-.comes Popery then to have loſt all 


its Terrors, Which utterly takes away Trab 


and. the Bible ? What Light is to the Eyes, 


was 7 


LN 


a Lay-Man to utter 


y could. hide or keep, Was their Com- 1 
8 Prifn, and their Companion to à Stake; 
And of the Excellent Queen Elizabeth tis fe. 
corded, That in her Paſſage through the City 


Virgin, repreſenting Trath, She embrace d i 


that is Truth to the Souls of Men: And; is 
TEX 7” 3. 3a3% $:5...% 3, N. %% „ ue ow» 


4 W wholly 
and even That too, moſtly "conſiſted in jingling 


1 
not continual Darkneſs, think y ou; the: moſt 


dreadful Thing in the World ? We can form 
no Notion now, what a ſtu id, ſenſeleſs Con- 


dition the Nation was in, when all the Learn- 


ing which lay among us for Six Hundred Years, 
hid in Abbeys and Monaſteries; 


Rhymes, and lying Legends. The Comm 
5 eople car'd not to know what Writing or 
eading was: Na ay the Monks and Secular 
Prieſts were generally ſo Ignorant, as ſcarce to 
be able to ſay Maſs. Trinkets and Beads, 


Pictures and Proceſſions, Sprinklings, Bowings 


and Croflings, made of up the viſible Devotion of 


_ thoſe Days, When the Service of the Sunday 


was only. a Latin Maſs, without any Sermon 
WORE iſm at all, how was it poſſible for an 
Engliſh Commonalty to worſhip. God in Spirit 
and in Truth 7 © 
NO: TxuTH was 4 Thing that the Uſur= 
pations of the Pope, and the Corruptions of 
ccleſiaſtical Power, could by no means bear: 
herefore, rather than thoſe Opinions ſhould 
fink, which upheld the falſe Grandeur of the 
Church, the 5 themſelves were fore 


to Skulk, and be ſilent. TWO Parts of a Con- 


tradiction, are not more Oppoſite, than many 


- Tenets of the Raman Church are to the ex- 
= Words of Holy Scripture. Whoever will 


at the Pains to read the Difputation which 
Archbiſhop Cranmer, Biſhops Ridley and Lati. 
mer, held with the Popuh Divines at Oxford, 

1 5 _ $ | Reign, will ſoon fee, That 
N E 


(6) 


Night is. not more contrary to Day, than Po- 
| pery to the New. Teſtament. To which no 


Reply was made, but the Cry of Holy Church; 
if a Chriſtian National Church muſt needs 


as 
3 for throwing off the Papal Juriſ- 


diction: And yet this Cry prevail'd amongſt 
the Populace at that Time, and carry'd thoſe 
good Biſhops to be burnt. | 


IN the Firſt of Queen Elizabeth, when 


ewel, and the reſt of the Reformers (by her 
Majeſty's. Command) entred upon another 
Diſputation at Weſtminſter with the Popiſh 


Biſhops, before the Council, and Two. Houſes 


of Parliament, which was to be done fairly in 


Writing, and ſeveral Days were ſucceſſively 


— ages for the ſaid Purpaſe ; why, the Pa- 
piſts grew ſo ſick of the Ingagement the firſt 
Day, that the Queen's Authority it ſelf, could 
not prevail with them to ſtand it another. In: 
ſtead of cool Arguing any longer, they fell into 
open Railing againſt the Queen's Perſon and 
Proceedings, revil'd Her as an Heretick, ſolli- 


cited for the Pope's Thunder againſt Her, and 


aid, „The Authority of the Church was not 
& to yield to the Power of a Woman. For 


which, ſome were juſtly ſentenc'd to the 
Tower, and others prudently quitted their Sees 
to make Room for Succeſſors much more de- 


ſerving. 
INDEED, 

unlock'd in King Edward's Reign; till many 

Editions of it were publiſhed, and ſome 0 


them fixed at the Entrance into every Church 


| (together | 


till the Bible was generally 


* 0 


6 


4 


together with Eraſmus's Paraphraſe) for the 
Peruſal of each Congregation: Till this, I fay, 
how could that groſs Ignorance be poſſibly 
hook off, which, amongſt the Romaniſts, is 
the acknowledg'd Mother of Devotion. Beau- 
_ tiful Devotion indeed, which is the Daughter 
— of ſo blind a Parent! The Roman Church well 
knew, that if the Inſtitution of the Sacrament 
woas read, as *tis recorded in the Goſpels, 
Drink ye eAll of this, the Laity would ſoon ſee 
their juſt Right to the Cup, and to the Com- 
munion in both Kinds. If the Firſt Epiſtle tc 
the Corinthians was open'd, the - Fourteenth 
Chapter would fly in the Face of Worſhip in 
an unknown Tongue. If the former Epiſtle to 
| - Timothy was conſulted, Forbidding to Marry 
'* would appear the Doctrine of Devils, which 
d yet was the Diſpenſation under which the 
whole Clergy was confin'd. If they proceeded 
on to the Revelations, what would become of 
the Adoration of Angels, when an Angel him- 
ſelf o_ St. Jahn, Worſhip not me + Worſhip 
1 &0 n 
| THE s E few Inftances I haſtily give you, 
only to ſhew, That Popery, as it was a gradual 
Corruption, got upon the Chriſtian Religion, 
muſt needs. make its moſt vigorous Port? 
againſt the Diſcovery of the Truth. Hence 
ſome of the deluded Laity were ſpirited up to 
ſtick to the Rites and Cuſtoms of their venera- 
ble Forefathers. Hence many of the deſigning 
Clergy were reſolved to have the Scripture 
+ Wholly in their own Keeping, and not to let 
1 | their 19 


* 
o 


— — —— — —ͤ— — * 
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their Flocks pervert it, as they 


—_ 25 - y 
* ( 8 
* 7 


* 


to their own Damnation. e cannot wonder 


at this Rate, that working through the Rubbiſh 
of ſuch a rivetted Superſtition, was a long At- 
tempt, or that our Reformers (whoſe Learn 


18 to be ſeen in the Tranſlation of the Holy 
Bible ; whoſe Piety in the Compoſition of onr. 


Excellent Liturg); whoſe Prudence in all the 


Steps and Meaſures of this mighty Change) 
found it ſo hard to return us to the Glory 25 
Purity of the Primitive Times. ; 


. HAD the Name or the Sound of the Church 
been only followed without any farther Inquiry 
after Truth, Popery had been our Doom to this 


very Day. For though the Br: Churches 
ſtood out for ſeveral Ages againſt the Dominion 
of the Pope, yet at laſt they were inthralled, 
and ſwallowed. up, with the reſt of Europe, in 


the great Gulph of Roman Power. No National 


Church had any Name or Power of its own; 
but the Church of Rome was the One, Holy, 
Univerſal Catholick Church. Whoever cavill'd 
at her Illegal Authority, or ſcrupled her Tyran- 


nical Impoſitions, or endeavour'd to have our 
Biſhops. and Clergy ſet free from her Univerſal 

Supremacy; were {ure to be hunted down forth« 
with with the Danger of the Church! And no 


Prince in the World, of any other Compoſition. 


than Hezry: the VIIIth, durſt at this Time 


Have ventſir d a Struggle with the proud Pontiff, 


When his Crown and Kingdoms lay at Stake. 
From what Principle, whether of Conſcience 


W 


ſaid they would, . 


* 
— —_— — ee Im 


teſting of thoſe Religiot 


thing contrary to God's: Word; ſo thoſe v 


<9) 


vVorcé, chat to us is not raderia). Tis certain 
Uſage which the Odurt of 


the ill and tricking 
Kon ve him in this Matt * Fouz'd his 


e: This Revenge put him upon diſſolv- 

s and Nunneries, and ſinking the 

. — Profits, which roſe thence: The = 
4 


ſolution of the Abbeys laid open the Frauds 


Vices of the Monks and Friars to that Degveez 
as to malte their Orders deteſtable: This De- 
us Orders, made way 
for what they cafl'd the New Religion, or (in 
ether” Words) the Old Truth of his "_ 
only pubg'd from Popiſn Innovations. Nen | 
this way, 'which'# alt 75 5, ſo worſhip 

the God of our had the 


of the <1 aſe — — to ſtun us 00 


the Imputation df Hz x x5 tO diſheacten us 
we had never obtained (what ſome ſeem tog 
ready to part with) 4 at inn 
"G1V E me Leave; by the way, 36 obded 
That Proteſtants of dur Communion have 4 


juſt and due Regard for the Church; for Heß 
for het Canons and Ins 


Name and Authority, 
junctions: Nay, 1 Will venture tb fay; a nitich 
juſter than the Romaniſis themſelves. ſuſter; 
becauſe as *tis not lawful for the 'Churcl Ge 
cording to our XXth Article) to ordain an 


pay hen: a faithful Obedience upon this 
are much better Members, than thoſe. w 
quit the Comniands of Chriſt, to ks hes 


whenſvever ſhe Errs, a vain Goring 
pp an hujiible r to t nog 4 be⸗ 


cauſe - 


| 

'1 
| 
7 
ö 
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1 
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ciuſe (as the fame XXth Article ſays) ſhe is 


the Witneſs and Keeper of Holy Writ: But not 
ſuch a Keeper, as to make Holy Writ a Priſoner; 


but rather to ſet it free, and iſſue it forth, thro” 
the Mouths of her Biſhops and Paſtors (its pro» 


per Diſpenſers) to the Edification-of the People. 


WE believe that Jeſus, Chriſt is the True 
and Sole Head of the Church. Queen Eliaa- 
beth diſdaim'd the Title of Supreme Headſhip: 


And -when it was given to King Henry, and 
King Edward; no more was meant by it, than 


what ſhe herſelf uſed, vix. the Power of Modera- 


tor, and Governor over all Perſons and Cauſes 


Eccleſiaſtical. The very ſame Power which 
David and Solomon, Hlegekiah and Joſiah, and 


all the good Kings of Judah, exercis d in their 
Days over the Jewiſh; Church; and which 


f Conſt antine and Tbeodoſtus, and | many Other 


us Emperors, maintain'd in the Chriſtian. 
that the Argument of the Independency of 


Church and State, is very empty and invidious. 
We * that Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons | 
have their direct Commiſſion from Jeſus Chriſt, 


and that no Kings do, or ever did pretend to 
Ordain them: But as Kings and Queens are 
Nurſing Fathers and Mothers of the Church, 
they are to aſſiſt and encourage, to direct and 
determine Thoſe who are veſted with this Com- 


miſſion, as to the Place and Manner of its 


Execution. Biſhops and Paſtors have an Au- 
thority deriv'd from the A poſtles and their Suc-, 
ceſſors; and we can prove that our Biſhops and 
Paſtors, at the Reformation (in Spight of the 


Lies 


4 


* 12 4 a 
a "EGS 


Can 3% 
Lies of Sanders, and the reſt of the Ramiſi Par- 
ty) had a regular Conſecration the ſame way: 
But then into what Dioceſes theſe Biſhops, 
into what Pariſhes theſe Paſtors ſhall. fall, is 
le to the Ordering of the Supreme Governor 2 
And if Clergy-men offend againſt the Civil 
Laws of their Country, they are as liable to 
Puniſhment, as any of the Lay-Brethren.. | 
80 that upon the whole, the Church is as 
dear a Name to us, as to any Chriſtian People 
in Europe. Provided we keep Mercy, and Trab 
together, and whilſt we are contending for 
Truth, do not run into Cruelties and Barbari- 
ties againſt our deluded Brethren: or, whilſt 
we pretend to Mercy, we do not give into a 
Latitude of Principles, into an Indifferency of 
5 ion, and depart from the Unity af the 
AI. H | * 
I F was upon the Bottom of the Power of 
every National Church, that the Reformation. 
was begun and carried on amongſt us, as it 
probably would in many other Countries a bout 
this Time; in Spain under Charles the Vth, in 
France under Henry the IVth; if Perſecution 
and Inquiſition had not ſtopt its Courſe. For 
if Errors and falſe DoQrines, if Diſorders and 
Irregularities, are crept into a National Church, 
what ſhould hinder but the Bifheps and Pres- 
byters of the ſame, may meet and aſſemble to 
redreſs Thefe, without running to Rome for | 
Aſſiſtance, or fetching Papal Bulls to confirm 
the Decrees of a Britsſþ Synod. Truth is the 
very Foundation of the Chriſtian Church; and 
9a "FC how 


; ( 12) 
how ſhould That be met with, but where the 
Goſpel is open? Whüſt 'we ſtick to Truth in 


bur Principles, and to Mercy in our T 


what Romaniſt, nay, what Diſſenter dares ſay, 


but we are right in abiding by the National 


I am very ſenſible what the Papiſts ſay in 
this Caſe t What is Truth only of Two Hundred 
Tears Growth # Where was your Religion before 
Cranmer, and the veſt f hour pretended: Re- 


Former? What : will you - condetun all hour 


eAnceſtors, and make your ſelves Wiſer than all 
Men fince the Conqueſ? # =— This is a Way of 
Arguing, which an Ambaſſador of Queen Eli. 
Zabeth at Venice once fully anſwer'd in few 
Words: Ou Religion before Cranmer, fays he 
to'a Papiſt as ſuoh, is where yours never was; 
in the Word of God, If an Enemy ſow'd 
Tares in the Night, what, muſt we never de- 
fire a Weeding, nor ever wiſh that it will be 
Day? If thro a Courſe of many ignorant and 


unlearned Ages, the Scriptures, or Primitive 


Fathers, were ſcarce heard of; if Superſtition 
and Bigotry prevail'd tor a long Tract of Time, 
and during the Days of Monkery, no uſeful 


Learning, mnch'lefs any Chriſtian Erudition 


Was to be met with, is this any Reaſon why 
we ſhould not recurr to the Originals of our 
Faith, and not thank God for raiſing up ſuch 
Learned Men, who not only refcued the Claſ- 
ſick Authors from their Captivity, and refin'd 
Human Knowledge; but likewiſe brought the 


made 


L 
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| made the Scriptures ſpeak in a Language that, 


we underſtand? dels 5 
8 UPPOSING, what we have ſeen, that 
an, Eclipſe comes inſenſibly over the Face of the 
Sun (for the Goſpel is the Sun of Chriſtians), 
and we find our ſelves mvolv'd in gradual 
Darkneſs, is this a Cauſe that we ſhould covet 
Obſcurity, and chuſe to ſtagger in the Dark, 
like our Forefathers, and not long that the 
Light ſhould break forth. Chriſtian Truth, 


we ſay, is that Light: Many Middle Ages of 


the Church were under an Eclipſe, which God 
in His Providence was pleaſed to permit, be- 
cauſe the Papal Power interpoſed betwixt the 
Goſpel and the People. Shall we doubt any 
longer where we are, when our Reaſon & 
awake, and our Eyes are open? When the 
Truth (for what is Truth but God's Word?) 
ſhines full in 8 and we live in the 
bright Meridian of an Evangelical Miniſtry * 
We pity, but cannot blame our Predec 
becauſe they were hood-wink*d againſt their 
Wills, and it was the Intereſt of their Guides 
to lead them blindfold. But this ſhall not pre- 
vent our praiſing God, That He hath ſent 
torth His Light and Truth, to lead ys to His 
Holy Hill, and to His Dwelling, % 


80 much for the Firſt Article of my Ser. 
wor ; that of FRUTH: That of Mercy is 
the Second. Mercy and Truth are met. tage- 
then ö 7 2 my — , 1 
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(14) 
AN here it would he too ghaſtly a Scene 
(tho the Remembrance of Teſterday: will bear 
me out) to deſcribe the execrable Cruelties of 
the Roman Church. What a Havock has been 
made in this Nation ever ſince that | infamous: 
Writ of Heury the IVth., De. Heretico Combu- 
ere 1. e. For burning of Hereticks? That 
1 A to juſtific a Falſe Title, gave that Writ 
in Complaiſance to the Popiſh Biſhops: And 
they, m their Turns, — as ill an Uſe of i it, 
to ſupport a Falſe, Religion. Micklig, and his 
Followers, felt the firſt Scorch of this, Fiery Edict. 
Declaiming 5 cs Popiſh Cheats and Abuſes, 
was th he tk eginning of this People; — 
the Falte know, repreſent them, as guilty © 

ery ridiculous, and monſtrous Opinions. _ | 
155 was their conſtant Method o oe 
the very beſt Reformers ; and no Wonder after 
ey had burnt their Bodies, that they ſhould 

leave their Reputations as black as they could. 
AFTER. the Extirpation. of 5 Men, 
called by Reproach Lollards, a long War ſoon 
enſued betwixt the Two Hquſes jc Tork and 
Lancaſter, which diverted the Cruelty of Reli- 
| gion, and turn'd All into Civil Bloodſhed. For 
Whilſt the 29 5 Was fl we rpetually brandiſh'd, 
it could not be expect the Bonefire ſhould 


be frequently del. A ſort of ſtill thick 
Darkneſs hung all this while over the Land, 
Without any Lighting up of Hereticks,, to draw 


the Gaze of the People. 
BUT no 450 5 was the Sword ſaſely 


ſheathed, and Henry the VIIIth 9 


GA 


(GP, 
det upon the Throne, than the Flames broke 
forth afreſſi in our Streets, and Smit held 
ſmoak'd with its former Victims. Iwas not 


enough for that Prince to be the Defender of 


the Faith, by drawing his Pen againſt Luther, 
unleſs he reviv'd the Burning Writ too, which 
his cruel Name - ſake Henry the TVth. had firſt 
brought into the Kingdom. Truly, towards 
the Middle of this Reign, that Fire which the 
Papiſts had kindled, flew back upon themſelves, 
not unlike the hot Furnace in Daniel, which 
conſumed the Accuſers at laſt, though delign'd 
at firſt for Innocent Men. Even ſo it was that 
the Romanifts now flam'd as Sacrifices to the 
Papal Power, as before they had made the Re- 
formed burn for Hereſy's ſake. It was com- 
mon, for ſome Time, to ſee 4 Proteſtant Bone- 
fire at one Corner of the Street for the Denyal 
of the Six «Articles, and a Popiſn One at the 

her, ſor the Denyal of the King's Supremacy : 
Till at laſt the Supremacy got the/hetter of the 
Six eArtitles. The undeceived King ſhook off 
the Pope's Cruelty and Supremacy 3 
left his Subjects at laſt to live in Quiet, and tr d 


to convince them how much more merciful a 


Head of the Church he was, than the preten- 
ded Succeſſor of St. Peter himſelf. .'. 
IHE Government of Queen Mary meets 
us next with à flaming Aſpect. 4 Reign 
which for the Severity and Shortneſs of its Fire, 
may well be called, The Purgatory of England, 

from which Maſſes were ſo far from releafs 
lng uy: thc they Were the very Cauſes of caſt- 


ing 


ing us into thoſe Torments. Weak and fuper- 
ſtitious Princeſs | who thought the Nation tuld 
not be ſa ved, but ſo as by Fire, Several Hun- 
ureds, during the Courſe of her Five Years, 
were made an Expiatian for the HereticakOffen- 
ces of her Father and Brother; as plainly ap- 
pears from Fox's eat and Manuments,: who. 
rranſcrib'd the Origindl-Procefles from the Re- 
giſters of Cathedrals, and has tranſchlitted an 
Authentick Account. Terrihle Advances were 
made towards an N before this Queen's 
Demiſe : And had ſſſe been longer King Philip's 
Conſort, no doubt but the ame Model would 
have took Place in Exgland, which he aſterwards 
putſud in the Netherland; where the Duke 
af Alus boaſted' of the Execution of Sixteen 
Thouſand Proteſtants, by the Hands of the 
Common Hangman. And tis well known, 
That this bigotred Philip was hardly reſtrained 
from burning the Bones of his oπ.n Father, 
Churles the Vth. but ſeveral of his Confeſſors, 
who: were ſuſpected Favourers of the Refor- 
mation in Germany, he actually burnt. Such! 
is che Spirit of Popery confirm d by our own 
Hiſtory, Whoſe Faith is Treachery, whoſe 
Converſions are Tortures, and whoſe Mercies 
are Cruel. And tho? of late Years ſince their 
Power is crampt, they would gladly extin- 
guiſh: the Memory of Old Burning, yet fre- 
quent Accounts from Spain and Portugal tell 
us of the ſame Spirit, and of many Burnt- 
Offerings of the ſame Nature. As to France 
indeed, inſtead of Fire and Faggot, 0 


od Pragooning of lates. bas been thought 3 
tter Dilcipline, . 
BUT Th his the Sx ict of ie Reforriied of 
the Eſtabliſhed Church of England ? No! She 
has not { le earned Chriſt, nor dogs ſhe ſo preacht 
Him. 80 fr was She from making Revrizals 
for the Blood of Her Re 15 . 
Benner. himſelf; WHO Was deep ly dy ly dyed ky 
Woe down to his Grave in Peace: 1. iel 
N Dea ch in the Marſpalſe *a, and W: 
Ae ES! the! e of St. Georg Ge e ep, 
All the {h Perſecutors under Queen Mary, 
| 100 their cines and Criclties buried with k 1 
Aſhes of our Martyrs, and Were ſummon' 
no other Tribunal, but what awaits none 
the next World: So that whatev er is ſaid of th 
hole ſome denier of Queen. Elizabeth, t 
certain, neither 4 6 or Puri an was Nc A 
85 apitally coademn'd for being ach, unleſs is 
as likewiſe a Traytor a ao the State. Tie 
Papiſis axe but, Hal sahecte lince, they own, 
another Head; a Supreme above a Suprenig.. 
The Puritans (Hor o the Digenters were Be 
called) were Separatiſts inexcuſable, 
Ne ſplit the Reformatioꝶ at itꝭ finſt Settle 85 
ahd openly departed. from tlie Communion a 
the Church br the ſake of Veſtments 
Ceremonies, and ſucli like ee Thi 
which the Queen tliought, fif to retain, 
better to bring over the Papilts and to 2 
them the eaſier to the of New Eſtabliſhment, , So 
that ſhe kept a. ſtrict Hand over both theſe, 


P. "rs and 15 to bring, a þ her. hs my. 
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der the primitive Epiſcopal Model : Refuſing 
not, at the ſame Time, moſt zealouſly to ſuc- 
cour the diſtreſſed Proteſtants in Scotland and 
the Low- Countries, though 4.1 were not ſo 
Happy as to have the ſame Ch 
ment with our ſelves. e . i ac 
IJ O the Honour then of Queen Elizabeth 
be it ſpoken, Slie labour'd with all her Heart 
for an Uniformity in Worſhip ; whence is our 
Liturgy: Aﬀer an Agreement in Religion; 
whence are our Articles. Yet from her Days 
downwards, we hear nothing of Sanguinar7 
Laws upon the Score of Religion. Stricter 
- Diſcipline is what we want, and a better Ma- 
nagement of the great Sentence of Excommu- 
Aication. But, Heaven avert, that a moſt 
merciful Goſpel ſhould ever be inforc'd by 
Combuſtion and Slaughter, or that SauPs Ex- 
pedition to Damaſcus, whilſt a. Jew, ſhould = 
ever be imitated by Thoſe, who read and be- 
lieve his Epiſtles, after he was St. Paul, 
an Apoſtle, and a Convert: No! Did the 
Romiſh Miſſionaries purſue the Manner of 
St. Peter's and St. Paul's Miniſtry, *tis impoſſi- 
ble they ſhould uſe their Names, and be ſuch 
abſolute Strangers to Charity and Mercy. 


urch-Govern< 


ONE Inference from each of theſe Heads, 
ſhall end this Diſcourſe. 


1. IS Truth an inſeparable Character of the 
Church of England? What means the Con- 
duct of thofe who would maintain its —_— 
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by Lies and Falſe Rumours, and by liſtning to 
1 the ſcandalous Reports,, which wicked Emiſ- 
ries can either invent or diſpe res Truth is 
the Token of a Churcb- Man, not only i in his 
Creed, and his Articles, but even in his com- 
man Aſſertions, and in 17 b 0 Conyers 
tion. Shall we then, to ſupport a Good: Cauſe, 
which we fooli ly tank 8 e be fly to 
Lies and Calumnies, to the {ly C 
ceit, which we are wont to charge upon — 
Diſenters-themſelves. Thy ed I havetold 
u, are highly blameable for their Separation. 
e — 94 their Abſence; we long for their 
Return, and we are to labour it by all the 
Means of Conviction poſſible: Vet * can 
ſo far bely his Judgment, as to think, that tho? 
the => of the Church be ried! therefore 
its very being muſt be hazarded by ole People? 
By common Computation, they — not above 
the Eleventh 5 Twelfth Pare Ly N tens > 
And belides, by the Occaſio auth CY, Are 
juſtly depriv 100 of all Pac 0 T Power 
that the continual Ecchoing of the. ans 
of the Church from this Quarter, ſeems little 
better than a Lie, whilſt: we actually ſee it in- 
vading us on another, 60 forbid, that 
Falſehoods ſhould: he out Refuge in any; kind, 
or that counterfeit Hazards ſhould Ma cry'd:; 5 
10 let 1 TOE —_ n yy 
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_ Trith (in Spite of Malice and Miſrepreſenta- 


hoy 
- &: MUST Mercy be join'd with Truth, tq 


| ſnake up a Church of England Man ? then 18 | 


'ime for us to come to Temper, and to put 
Put theſe enrſed Flames of Contention, which 
may be much more fatal in the Event, than 
thoſe of Smithfield, The Papiſts look on, and 
laugh, and clap their Hands, to'ſee Proteſtants 
worrying each other about Words, and Names 
of Diſtinction (High and Low) which are of 
thejr own throwing amongſt ys. Was it only 
Diſſenter againſt Church-mar, as in the Days of 
Charles and James the IId. when the Tolera- 
ion was-craftily taken in, and let out, juſt ag 
it ſerved the Intereſt of the Court, the Matter 
might he better born, - But to ſee the hearty 
Lovers of the ſame Liturgy, the devout Kneelers 


ir the ſame Altar, the conſtant Repairers to the 


fame Church, ſet at Odds by fooliſh and Non- 
ſenſieal Names; this is a mortify ing Proſpect 
indeed, makes Mirth to our Enemies of all 
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—WHEREFORE, if we have a Mind to 


fee Mercy and Truth preſerved under the Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Church of England; à True 


and a Merciful Church: what have we elſe to 


flo, but, wg aps to our Oaths and our Inte? 
reſts, to pay Faithful Allegiance to our Excel- 
ent, Undoubted, Proteſtant Sovereign King 
GEORGE; in whofe Character, Arch and 


1 


tion) 


Wy . 
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tiog) are Two Known and Main unsre ie | 

Tf we fancy that any Popifh Head can guard. 4 
Proteſtant Reformed Church, tis plain theres 
is an Infatuation upon us, and the Truth i not / 
in us. Or if we think that Mercy under ſuch 

a Government can reach Hereticks' ſo ſuppos d, 

we confute the concurrent Experience, of ſome 

Hundred Years, in moſt Countries of Europe. 


McoAT the GOD of Mercy and Truth 
* have Mercy upon us; continue His 


Truth to us, and keep us in it far 


| Ever. . 


— 
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BEFORE Ecloſe this SERMAN (in the 
Church of St. George) there is one Branch 
of Mercy, tlie very Beſt of all, that of Charity, 
which I am by Duty and the Donor's Appoint- 

ent, this Day obliged to take Notice of, 
'Tis the Bounty of Sir WiLLiam Cowyzx 
to this large Pariſh, which in a little Time, 
I am informed, will amount to Thirty Pounds 
Per eAnnum, towards the Relief of our Nume- 
rous Poor. It becomes us to have the Name 
of this Gentleman in very great Reſpect: And 
I pray G OD, To multiply many ſuch Bene- 
factors amongſt us, according to his Worthy 
Example, 


You 
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Sag Whych hereby. accrues + ſo 


XN 3. hut likewiſe as it was the 
2 ho was Great Grandfather 
WP-ER, (to whom. I owe the Her 
nour wm —— -your Rector) the Lord.! 
Chandellor of Great Britain, 
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